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ABSTRACT

This independent study aims to 1) examine and analyze the legal gaps concerning the prescribed
qualifications and disqualifications of assistant subdistrict headmen under the Local Administration Act of 1914; and
2) propose legislative amendments concerning their roles, qualifications, and disqualifications to ensure
consistency with the principles of good governance and sound public administration. The study employed a
qualitative research methodology based on documentary research, including statutes, textbooks, legal treatises,
and academic articles. The collected data were analyzed and discussed using descriptive analysis in order to
formulate recommendations for legislative amendments regarding the roles, qualifications, and disqualifications of
assistant subdistrict headmen.

The findings revealed that 1) the concept of Thailand’s local administration originated from the subdistrict
headman and village headman system, which has existed continuously from the Sukhothai period through the
Rattanakosin era. The position of assistant subdistrict headmen first appeared in the Local Administration Act,
Rattanakosin Era 116, Section 32, under the title “ Tambon Inspector” (Sarawat Tambon). Subsequently,
the Local Administration Act of 1914, Section 44, provided for the appointment of two assistants to each
subdistrict headman, designated as assistant subdistrict headmen. However, the Act did not expressly prescribe
their roles, qualifications, disqualifications, duties, or responsibilities. 2) A .comparative analysis of the roles,
qualifications, disqualifications, duties, and responsibilities of local administrative officials under the Local
Administration Act of 1914 indicated that the Act clearly specified these matters for subdistrict headmen, village
headmen, and assistant village headmen (both administrative assistants and peacekeeping assistants). Accordingly,
this study proposes that the legal framework governing assistant village headmen should be adopted as a model
for amending the Act to establish clear and standardized provisions applicable to assistant subdistrict headmen.
Specifically, the study recommends: (1) amending Section 44, paragraph two, to recognize two distinct categories
of assistant subdistrict headmen, namely, administrative assistant subdistrict headmen and criminal affairs and
public order assistant subdistrict headmen; (2) promulgating a Ministerial Notification of the Ministry of Interior
on the duties and responsibilities of administrative assistant subdistrict headmen and criminal affairs and public
order assistant subdistrict headmen, and (3) amending Section 44, paragraph three, to provide that the qualifications
and disqualifications applicable to village headmen under Section 12, together with the provisions governing
the term of office and vacation of office applicable to assistant village headmen under Section 18 of the same Act,

shall apply mutatis mutandis to assistant subdistrict headmen.

Keywords: local administration, subdistrict headmen, assistant subdistrict headmen
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