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Abstract

This study aimed to 1) examine the problems and contributing factors leading to firearm
possession and use in Ban Tai Subdistrict, Ko Pha-ngan District, Surat Thani Province; 2) analyze and
compare Thailand’s legal measures and firearm control policies with those of foreign jurisdictions; and
3) propose appropriate measures for regulating firearm use in Ban Tai Subdistrict, Ko Pha-ngan District,
Surat Thani Province. The study employed a qualitative research methodology based on documentary
research, including legislation, legal textbooks, academic articles, and electronic sources. The collected
data were analyzed through descriptive content analysis.

The findings revealed that 1) the problems and contributing factors associated. with firearm
possession and use in Ban Tai Subdistrict arise from three dimensions: historical and socio-cultural factors,
namely, the traditional acceptance of keeping firearms in households due to a perceived lack of
confidence in the state’s ability to provide effective crime prevention; tourism and geographical factors, as
the area is a tourist destination located on an island, resulting in conflicts of interest among
entertainment business operators; and misconceptions concemning the legal rights of firearm possession
and carrying, arising from insufficient understanding of the law governing firearm ownership and use.
2) Regarding legal measures for firearm control, Thailand’s criteria for granting firearm and ammunition
possession licenses differ from those adopted in many foreign jurisdictions. In particular, the sole
justification of protecting life, bodily integrity, or property. is generally insufficient to obtain a firearm
license in several foreign legal systems, whereas Thai law recognizes such grounds as sufficient. Furthermore,
Thailand does not require theoretical or practical firearm proficiency tests, firearm storage plans for
residences, interviews or home inspections to assess applicants’ social and living environments, or
fixed-term validity periods for firearm possession licenses. 3) Appropriate measures for firearm control
in Ban Tai Subdistrict should consist of two dimensions: legal measures and policy measures. Legal
measures should include amendments to the Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, Fireworks, and Imitation
Firearms Act B.E. 2490 (1947) by incorporating licensing criteria consistent with international practices.
Policy measures should involve cooperation between government agencies and local communities in
implementing firearm-related crime prevention programs, including community-local administration-
police partnership initiatives, neighborhood watch programs, public education and training programs on
firearm possession, carrying, use, and legal liabilities under firearm laws, and firearm surrender programs

for the voluntary relinquishment of firearms and modified firearm-like weapons to government authorities.

Keywords: firearm control measures, crime prevention, Ko Pha-ngan District
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