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Abstract

This research aimed to examine the level and forms of public participation in local development
under the Thailand 4.0 policy framework, compare differences in public participation based on personal
factors, and propose approaches for advancing local development in accordance with the principles of
good governance and decentralization. The study was conducted as a case study of Motai Subdistrict
Administrative Organization, Chaiya District, Suratthani Province. A mixed-methods research approach,
integrating quantitative and qualitative methods, was employed. The study population consisted of 4,326
eligible voters residing within the area. A sample of 370 respondents was determined using the Taro
Yamane formula, and data were collected through questionnaires. For the qualitative component, 11 key
informants, purposively selected from executives and members of the Subdistrict Administrative
Organization Council, participated in in-depth interviews. The data were analyzed using descriptive
statistics, comparative statistical analysis, and content analysis.

The findings revealed that the overall level of public participation in the local development
process across five dimensions: decision-making, planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation,
and benefit-sharing, was high. Among these dimensions, the exchange of information for decision-making
had the highest mean score. The comparative analysis indicated that most personal factors did not result
in statistically significant differences in the level of public participation. However, respondents of different
age groups differed significantly in their perceptions of the benefits derived from development, while
respondents with different levels of education differed significantly in their capacity to participate in the
planning process, at the 0.05 level of statistical significance.

The development approaches derived from the study are grounded in the principle
that “people are the owners of development.” These approaches integrate the modernization
afforded by digital technology with the identity and genuine needs of the local community. Key priorities
include improving policy communication mechanisms, enhancing the capacities of government personnel

and citizens, strengthening the grassroots economy, and providing concrete opportunities for citizens to



monitor and scrutinize the operations of local government agencies. These approaches are intended to
promote balanced and sustainable local development that is consistent with the goals of national
reform.

Keywords: public participation, local development, Thailand 4.0, sood governance, local administrative
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