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Abstract

This study aims to 1) examine the problems within the family therapy system
for the rehabilitation of recidivist drug offenders, 2) study measures for developing the
family therapy system for the rehabilitation of recidivist drug offenders in Thailand and
other countries, and 3) suggest improvements to the family therapy system for the
rehabilitation of recidivist drug offenders. This is a qualitative study, discussing data
from books, textbooks, articles, academic papers, research, and documents. The data
was analyzed and synthesized using descriptive methods to provide recommendations for
developing the family therapy system for the rehabilitation of recidivist drug offenders.

The results of the study show that 1) he rehabilitation process for children and
youth still lacks mechanisms to truly integrate family involvement in legal matters.
Although there are rehabilitation systems for children and youth involved in the justice
process, there is still no legal system or mechanism that allows families to play a truly
concrete role, nor is there a regulation requiring officials or agencies to work systematically
with families. 2) Thailand has the Juvenile and Family Court Act and Juvenile and Family
Court Procedure Act B.E. 2553 (2010), as well as the Juvenile Offenders Rehabilitation
and Treatment Administration Act B.E. 2561(2018). However, there is still a lack of a
mechanism for integrating family involvement in enforcement, which results in children
and youth still committing repeat offenses. This differs from New Zealand, where the
rehabilitation of repeat offenders in drug-related cases is seriously enforced through

the Oranga Tamariki Act B.E. 2532 (1989). New Zealand has stipulated that families and



communities play a role in the rehabilitation of children and youth by supporting their
participation through family group meetings. 3) The researcher therefore suggests the
following guidelines for developing rehabilitation for repeat offenders in drug-related cases:
(1) Add or amend the law to allow families to play a legal role in order to have joint
decision-making power by providing a provision for families to have a role in planning
rehabilitation; (2) Affirm the right of children or youth to express opinions on the Act
on the Administration, Correction, Treatment, and Rehabilitation of Juvenile Offenders
B.E. 2561 (2018), which emphasizes family support but has not given importance to the
risht of the child to participate in decision-making. Therefore, measures should be
added to give children or youth the right to listen to and give opinions on rehabilitation

plans or special measures.

Keywords: Child behavior, Youth, Recidivism, Drugs
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