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Abstract

This study aims to (1) examine the factors contributing to the use of child labor in nighttime
garland selling in Koh Samui District, Surat Thani Province, (2) analyze relevant laws and child labor
protection measures in Thailand, and (3) propose appropriate protective measures for children
engaged in garland selling at night in the study area. A qualitative research methodology was
employed, utilizing document analysis and both participatory and non-participatory observation. The
target group consisted of child laborers engaged in nighttime garland selling in Koh Samui District.

The findings reveal five key factors influencing the persistence of child labor in this context:
(1) economic hardship and household vulnerability, (2) structural social factors and the absence of an
effective social protection system, (3) limited access to education and capacity development
opportunities, (4) environmental and spatial working conditions, and (5) family supervision and
governance. The study further identifies legal gaps, particularly the insufficient enforcement of child
labor and child protection laws, as well as the lack of clarity and authority in local regulations, which
hinder effective protection of children in Koh Samui. To address these issues, the study proposes
three major protective measures tailored to the local context: (1) the development of specific legal
frameworks regulating nighttime garland selling by children, (2) economic and social support measures

for vulnerable families, and (3) educational and skill-development initiatives for affected children.

Keywords: child labor, child rights, protection measures, justice system, Koh Samui
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