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ABSTRACT

This study aims to explore 1) the problems of protecting the notification of rights and information
to victims in criminal cases, 2) foreign laws regarding notification of rights and information to victims in
criminal cases, and 3) suggesting guidelines for amending laws to guarantee the right to be informed of
rights and information to victims in criminal cases. The study uses qualitative research methods from
studying documents, including laws, textbooks, academic articles, and online search data. The data
from the study is analyzed and discussed in a descriptive format. The study finds that: 1) Thailand is a
signatory to the Universal Declaration of Fundamental Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power
1985, in which Article 6 (a) guarantees the right to be informed of the rights and information of victims
in criminal cases, namely, informing victims of their roles and rights, timeframes and progress of the case
proceedings. However, at present, Thailand's implementation of the guarantee of the rights of victims
to be informed of their rights and information in criminal cases does not appear to assure this right in the
2017 Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand. The guarantee of notification of rights and information is
only found partially in the Code of Criminal Procedure. 2) For foreign laws regarding notification of
rights and information to victims in criminal cases, the United States Code of Criminal Procedure, Chapter
18, Article 3776 (a), stipulates that agencies involved in the criminal justice process at all levels must
inform victims of their rights and information in criminal cases, such as informing victims of their rights
from the state during the investigation phase, informing the victim of the progress of the case while under
the care of the public prosecutor, informing them of the trial process and outcome in court, and informing
them of the enforcement of the prison sentence and the release of the offender in the sentencing phase,
etc. The Code of Criminal Procedure of the Federal Republic of Germany also guarantees the victim’s
right to be informed of their rights and necessary information. For example, in the investigation phase, the
investigator must inform the details of the case (Section 48); and in the prosecutor’s phase, the result of
the case must be informed if the case is not prosecuted (Section 171), etc. 3) The guideline for
amending the law to ensure the right to be informed of the victim’s rights and information in criminal
cases suggests adopting the model of protection of the victim’s right to be informed of the victim’s rights
and necessary information according to the model of foreign laws, as follows: (1) Amend the Constitution
of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560, Section 68, last paragraph, to state that “ The state shall arrange
for the victim to be informed of the rights and steps in the criminal justice process, from the
investigation process, prosecution, trial, and enforcement of the penalty. The methods and details
shall be as prescribed by law.” (2) Amend the Code of Criminal Procedure to include a process to inform
victims of their rights and the information they should know at every stage, including the investigation

stage, the prosecution stage, the trial stage, and the enforcement stage.
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