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ABSTRACT

This research aims to 1) study the level of participation of the children and youth coundil in driving
activities of local administrative organizations, 2) study the problems and obstacles of the children and youth

council in driving the activities in question, and 3) propose guidelines for developing the participatory role of the
children and youth council in driving those activities. This research was mixed-method research. The quantitative
research used a questionnaire to collect data from the children and youth council members of Surat Thani
Municipality. The sample size was determined using Taro Yamane’s calculation formula, with 394 people. The
statistics used for data analysis were mean and standard deviation. The qualitative research used semi-structured
interviews as a tool for collecting data with key informants, including the executive board of the children and
youth council of Surat Thani Municipality, the president of the children and youth council of Surat Thani Province,
executives of Surat Thani Municipality, civil servants, and staff, totaling 9 persons. The data were analyzed using
content analysis.

The research results found that 1) the level of participation of the Children and Youth Council in driving
the overall activities was at a moderate level. When considering each aspect, it was found that the benefit from
the activities had the highest average value, followed by the implementation of the activities, monitoring and
evaluation, and planning and decision-making, respectively. 2) Problems and obstacles faced by the Children and
Youth Council in driving the activities were that the policies and activities of the Children and Youth Council were
determined by executives and civil servants, preventing the children and youth from expressing their opinions.
There are also problems involving the lack of diversity among members, the lack of representatives from
unregistered groups or vulnerable groups, and the lack of a place to exchange knowledge and skills to support
social innovation. 3) Suggestions and guidelines for developing the participatory role of the Children and Youth
Council in driving the activities were to provide opportunities for children and youth to participate in determining
policies and activities that respond to the needs of members, including selecting diverse members, supporting
innovative thinking, creating an open atmosphere for exchanging opinions, and creating a support network from
executives, teachers, and parents to support budgets and resources. The data can be synthesized into new
knowledge, namely, the mechanism for developing the role of participation, which must take into account the
participation of members, the availability of resources, and the integration of cooperation between children and
youth, network partners, and municipalities. This will lead to the creation of safe spaces, promotion of skills,
management, use of information technology to increase operational and to develop the leadership potential of

children and youth for society’s sustainable benefits.

Keywords: Participation, Children and Youth Council, Activity Driving, Local Administrative Organization
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