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Abstract

This research aims to 1) study the community context and the problems and
obstacles to promoting community strength, 2) study the factors affecting community
strength, and 3) propose guidelines for promoting the strength of Makham Tia
community, Mueang Surat Thani District, Surat Thani Province. It is a qualitative
research. Data were collected through in-depth interviews with 30 key informants,
including the Subdistrict Administrative Organization Chief and Subdistrict
Administrative Organization members (6 people), 4 village headmen, 10 representatives
of community organizations, 4 members of the public, 3 academics, and 3 network
partners. Data were analyzed by way of interpretation and description.

The research results found that 1) Makham Tia community is a semi-urban,
semi-rural community and a multicultural community that currently faces an economic
slump.  Most members work in agriculture. In terms of strength, there are many
networks in the area. The community is trying to improve the quality of life of its
members in all dimensions. The main obstacle to promoting strength is the insufficient
budget for various operations in the community. 2) Factors affecting the promotion of
strength of Makham Tia community are ranked as follows: 1) Leaders 2) Network
partners 3) Community self-reliance 4) Community self-management 5) Participation 6)
Society 7) Capital and 8) Natural resources and environment, respectively. 3) With
recard to the guidelines for promoting strength of Makham Tia community, Mueang
Surat Thani District, Surat Thani Province, the community has guidelines for promoting
strength based on the concept of “Makham Tia of Happiness.” This involves all sectors
working together, cuided by the principle of collaborative learning, which aims to
develop 4 areas: (1) Promoting careers and income, (2) Environmental management, a
community free of waste, (3) Promoting the creation of a common area in the
community, and (4) Promoting physical and mental health so that the community can

express their potential. and can manage themselves in all dimensions sustainably
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