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Development of the right to have a lawyer in criminal cases

Case Study: Public Defender
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ABSTRACT

This study The objectives are to (1) study theoretical concepts regarding the right to have a
lawyer in criminal cases (2) study legal measures regarding the right to have a lawyer for accused
persons through the state lawyer system (3) analyze and recommend guidelines for protecting the right
to have a lawyer. In criminal cases through the state attorney system Using qualitative research
methods. The results of the study found that (1) the right to have a lawyer provided by the state It
guarantees the minimum rights of accused and defendants in criminal cases. that results from the
principle of presumption of innocence The main principle in the case and the principle of equality

arms. (2) Lawyers provided by the state in accordance with Thai law exist as lawyers. Under the
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jurisdiction of the Lawyers Council under Royal Patronage They receive compensation in a lump sum
system on a case-by-case basis. They do not have the status of being a government official according
to the state attorney system in any way. Which is different from the lawyer system of the United
Kingdom, that is, the law organizes the system of lawyers provided by the state into 2 types: (1) State
lawyers who have the status of government officials. (permanent employee) and has been trained by
the Thai Bar Association They will be entitled to benefits and compensation in the same manner as
police officers. prosecutor and judge (2) type of independent professional lawyer Under the jurisdiction
of a private attorney's office The government will rely on contractual employment to take responsibility
as lawyers on a case-by-case basis. (3) The study has recommendations as follows: a) Ensuring the right
to have a lawyer provided by the state in a compulsory system; b) Enacting the Act on Providing
Lawyers for Accused and Defendants in Criminal Cases by the State, B.E. 2024 c) There is a committee
to provide lawyers for suspects and defendants.in-criminal cases, and d) There is a state lawyer system

and a case lawyer system.

Keywords : The right to have a lawyerprovided=by the state, Lawyer, State Attorney
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