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Legal problems regarding electronic waste management by Subdistrict Municipalities
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to examine the jurisdiction and obligations of subdistrict
municipalities for handling electronic waste, and to investigate the legal actions that the subdistrict
municipalities can take to address electronic waste disposal. The study was conducted to gather data from
various sources, including legal documents, books, textbooks, academic papers, Supreme Court rulings, and
electronic data. Subsequently, the data underwent analysis and description to get guidelines for the revision
of regulations pertaining to the eradication of electronic waste by the subdistrict municipalities. The findings
suggested that 1) the regulations authorizing subdistrict municipalities to handle electronic waste were not
compatible with the task. At present, numerous nations have enacted legislation regarding the eradication

of electronic waste. Nevertheless, Thailand has yet to enact any specific legislation for the disposal of
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electronic waste. The sole legislation in place for waste management was the Act Public Health B.E. 2535,
which assigned local governmental organizations the responsibility of disposing of solid garbage according to
Sections 18 and 19. 2) The act did not grant them the authority to collect, regulate, transport, or dispose
of electronic waste within their jurisdiction. The legal provisions outlined in the Municipality Act B.E. 2496
and the Act on Public Health B.E. 2535, granted the subdistrict municipalities the authority to handle solid
waste, sewage, and infectious waste. However, these measures did not empower the subdistrict
municipalities to manage electronic trash. Therefore, the researcher recommended that the legislation
similar to Japan’s Electronic Waste Management Act be implemented. In terms of policy recommendations,
it is advisable to establish an electronic waste facility within the community. Additionally, implementing norms
and standards for handling e-waste effectively would be beneficial, including the establishment of a buy- back

and e-waste exchange center.
Keywords: Waste management, electronic waste, subdistrict municipality
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