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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to examine 1) the concepts and theories relating to identifying
criminal offenders; 2) the Thailand’s laws regarding the issuing of traffic tickets using traffic speed cameras;
and 3) the identification of traffic law offenders using traffic speed cameras. This qualitative study was
carried out using data from books, textbooks, academic articles, laws, electronic media, and related
studies. The data were analyzed, synthesized, and collected in a descriptive manner in order to obtain
legal guidelines for identifying offenders using traffic speed cameras. The findings suggested that 1) in
proving the facts in a criminal case to the court, the plaintiff generally has the burden of proof or the
obligation to bring evidence to prove the guilt of the defendant until the court believes beyond a
reasonable doubt that the defendant has actually committed the crime. In the event that the plaintiff is
unable to find evidence to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant actually committed the
crime, the court shall have to dismiss the case; therefore, it can be said that in general, in criminal cases,
the plaintiff has a duty to do everything possible to obtain evidence to prove the guilt of the
defendant. 2) According to Thailand’s law, the issuance of traffic tickets using traffic speed cameras under
the Road Traffic Act B.E. 2522, Section 140, authorizes-a traffic officer to issue a warrant in the event that
the traffic officer finds that the driver violates or fails to- comply with any provisions of the Road Traffic
Act or any other law relating to the wrongful use of the vehicle, with"a penalty of one sentence or
imprisonment not exceeding one' month and a fine. Besides, the traffic officer shall issue a warning or
order the driver to pay a comparable penalty. Lastly, 3) the identification of traffic law offenders from the
traffic speed cameras, according to the Road Traffic Act B.E. 2522, Section 140/1, provides that in the
event that the owner or occupant of the vehicle is presumed to have committed the offense, unless it
can be proved that another person is the driver, it is contrary to the criminal law and Constitution. The
state must strictly interpret the law based on- the presumption that a person is innocent until a court
finds the person guilty. This principle has: the—same validity as the Constitutional Law B.E. 2560,
Section 29, when it cannot be proved that the offense committed by the driver is the act of the owner or
occupant of the vehicle, the owner or occupant of the vehicle cannot be punished because they are not
the offenders. The researcher would like to suggest the following recommendations: 1) in regard to the
legal recommendation, Section 140/1 of the Road Traffic Act B.E. 2522, in respect of which the owner or
occupant of the vehicle is presumed to have committed the offense specified in the ticket, shall be
repealed; and2) in regard to the policy recommendation, an amendment of the text should be added to

the new traffic ticket form in accordance with traffic law principles of the Road Traffic Act B.E. 2522.

Keywords: identification of offenders, traffic speed cameras, traffic tickets
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