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Protection of the elderly on criminal cases

Case study, investigative and prosecutor
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were as follows to explore the concept of insurance protection
for the rights of the elderly to examine legal measures that are relevant to the proceedings and
adjudication of criminal cases involving the criminal prosecution of the elderly at the investigation and
adjudication stages and propose guidelines for protecting the rights of the elderly throushout the
investigation and adjudication stages of criminal cases in Thailand. Conducting The qualitative research
was conducted by using documents. From the study, it was found that the concept of insurance
protection for the rights of the elderly the aforementioned principles were significantly incorporated
into the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, specifically in Articles 2 and 7. In the United States, at
the apprehension level, law enforcement officers were required to undergo training on basic assistance
and handling techniques for the elderly according to psychological principles. At the investigation stage,
there was measures to bring the elderly to a mental treatment center. When the police officers
encountered an elderly offender who exhibited mental instability or a state of confusion instead of
sending them to detention. At the prosecuting attorney’s opportunity to employ measures to suspend
the legal proceedings against the wrongdoer inthe court of law especially concerning offenses related
to property. In Japan, it was accepted to becused with criminal acts of the elderly as well. It was
certified in the Criminal Procedure Code, Articte 37-it is recognized that the elderly persons under
guardianship, were over 70 years old, and were unable to hear, speak, or are deemed to have
diminished mental capacity or disabilities, were provided with certain guarantees and protections in
the consideration of criminal offenses. The researcher therefore sugeested the following: At the
investigation stage. the Criminal Procedure Code should be added specifically to the Chapter on Case
Investigation, Section 133 Fourth. It can provide (1) Measures for taking elderly accused persons to a
mental treatment center.instead of detention (2) Measures. for the right to have an elderly accused's
lawyer at the investigation level, in accordance with the precedent that is currently in force in Japan,
and (3) It is advisable to consider adding specific provisions, such as Article 143/1, to the Criminal
Procedure Code to allow for the implementation of measures to suspend prosecution for the elderly

offenders at the trial stage, following the model of the United States.
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